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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Asian Waterfowl Census (AWC) is a coordinated international scheme for the collection and dissemination of information on waterbirds and wetlands. It forms a part of the International Waterfowl Census, a global effort coordinated by Wetlands International and conducted once a year, during the 2nd or 3rd week of January. Information is gathered on standardized forms by a network of national/regional coordinators and volunteer participants.
The results of the census and associated information are widely used to promote regional and national waterbird and wetland conservation initiatives. These include the identification of internationally important wetlands under the Ramsar Convention and as support for the development of a draft agreement on the conservation of migratory waterbirds. The information has also assisted in the development of the " Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation Strategy: 1996 -2000 ", its action plans and related initiatives.
This report collates information on counts for three years, 1994 to 1996, and includes information from countries in Asia from Pakistan eastwards.
Coverage and Participation
The 1994-96 period has been challenging for the Asian Waterfowl Census. Twenty-one countries have contributed information to this report, with a total of 1,994 sites covered at least once and 376 sites covered in all 3 years. Within this period, site coverage has extended in some countries, while in others there has been a decline in the number of sites counted. East Asia is the only region where participation has increased. Table 1 shows the total number of sites covered and Appendix I gives the names of all participants.
The drop in coverage in India from 986 in 1994 to 577 to 1995 was the main change in the overall number of sites covered in 1994 and the following two years (Table 1) .
Important sites
To identify wetlands of international importance the now widely accepted Ramsar criteria, which are based on, amongst other factors, the numbers of birds, presence of rare species or percentage of a particular population using the site, have been increasingly utilized (Appendix IX). Of the 1,994 sites covered at least once during the AWC 1994-96, 75 wetlands were reported to support at least 20,000 birds during one or more counts (Table 2) ; of these, six sites are on the Ramsar list. It is recommended that these sites be given further attention in future censuses and also at other times of the year to identify their true importance for waterbirds and potential for Ramsar nomination.
A total of 20 Ramsar sites were counted, accounting for 50% of Ramsar sites in these countries. It is recommended that, in future, coordinators and participants of the census should aim to cover all Ramsar sites in the contracting countries to ensure continuity in waterbird information collection and to monitor wetland conditions. Bangladesh  42  34  47  24  7  26  India  986  577  573  389  354  326  Nepal  7  12  4  27  31  8  Pakistan  31  32  15  10  9  3  Sri Lanka  58  53  42  18  19 Notes: 1 'Numbers of participants' shows the minimum number in each country, as from some countries names of clubs or associations are provided rather than names of people. 2 Names received on some forms are illegible and unfortunately cannot be included. * A combined list of 590 participants was received for the 1995-96 census.
In some parts of Asia, populations of waterbirds are dispersed across a network of small wetlands (tanks or ponds) within a region, e.g. in Sri Lanka and South India. Individual sites may or may not hold a large population of birds at a given time, but taken together these wetlands can support large numbers. Conservation of these waterbirds therefore depends on maintaining the character of the network of small but important wetlands.
The Asian region has been characterized by wetland loss in the last few decades, as a result of which several internationally important wetlands have been destroyed, partially lost or modified, resulting in a decline in their ability to support large populations of waterbirds. For the long-term conservation of waterbirds of the region, it is important to identify all sites of international and national importance to focus monitoring and conservation efforts, and the AWC can make a substantial contribution to achieving this goal.
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Land ownership/Protection status of sites
Information on the status of land ownership of wetlands was reported for about 80% of sites covered. Of these, about 44% are owned by government, but this proportion increases to about 80% for the sites holding over 20,000 birds (Figure 1) 
Notes:
1 The figure gives information for 1,353 of a total of 1,994 sites covered between 1994-96 for which data were provided. 2 For sites covered in more than one year, the most recent information has been used. 3 Values above each bar represent the number of sites reported for the respective categories.
Ownership/protection of sites by government does not appear to guarantee their conservation, as is evident from the information reported on uses and threats to these sites (see Table 2 ). Threats are also reported at Ramsar sites.
Uses of and threats to wetlands
In an attempt to widen the scope of the census beyond waterbirds observed at the wetlands, preliminary information was collected during the census on wetland uses and threats. However, insufficient information was received to make it possible to provide a general overview across the region. For selected territories (Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Indonesia and Taiwan), this information is portrayed graphically, and it is hoped that its inclusion in the report will reinforce the need for participants to look closely at the wetlands and identify threats in order to take measures to conserve these important sites.
As the information on uses and threats reflects observations made on a single day of the year, it is at best indicative of the situation prevailing at the time and can serve as an early warning system for threats that may otherwise not be reported. It is recommended that appropriate follow-up actions be initiated at sites where serious threats are recorded.
In some cases, it is difficult to differentiate between a use and a threat. For example, fishing can be recorded as a use of a wetland, whereas heavy or overfishing can be categorized as a threat to the site and to other forms of wildlife including birds that may be disturbed by the fishing activities. From observations made on one day only, it is not possible to draw a conclusion of this sort, and it is recommended that this be followed up at other seasons to obtain a detailed understanding of the uses and threats to wetlands.
Threatened species
The results of the census provide a snapshot of the regional distribution of some threatened species occurring in Asia (categories follow Collar et al. 1994) . A total of 31 species categorised as threatened were encountered during the census (Table 3 ). Significant records are discussed briefly in the relevant country reports. The major objectives of the Asian Waterfowl Census are:
• to obtain information on an annual basis of waterbird populations at wetlands in the region during the non-breeding period of most species (January), as a basis for evaluation of sites and monitoring of populations; • to monitor on an annual basis the status and conditions of wetlands; and • to encourage a greater popular interest in waterbirds and wetlands, and thereby promote their conservation.
The AWC is conducted during the 2nd or 3rd week of January across the region and undertaken by volunteer participants. Where the number of participants is limited and/or where coverage is poor, counts from December and February are included.
At a national level, the census is coordinated by one or more coordinators, with up to nine coordinators in India. The coordinators organise a network of volunteer participants from all walks of life with varying levels of skills in identification and counting of birds. In countries where the coverage is poor (e.g. Vietnam and Cambodia) and there is no coordinator, information is sent directly to Wetlands International -Asia Pacific by the counters.
All waterbird species encountered in the region are covered by the census. In addition to waterbird species as recognised by the Ramsar Convention, counts of species of birds of prey (raptors) that are regularly encountered at wetlands have been included, as several of these species are largely dependent on the food resources of these habitats.
Information collected by the census from 1987 through to 1993 has been published in a series of annual reports (van der Van 1987 Van , 1988 Scott and Rose 1989; Perennou et al. 1990; Mundkur 1991, 1992; Mundkur and Taylor 1993) . In order to provide a more complete picture of the distribution of waterbird populations in the region, counts of shorebirds from Australia and New Zealand from existing national shorebird monitoring schemes have been included. These were received in 1992 and 1993 from New Zealand and from 1992 onwards from Australia (with the exception of 1993).
In addition to these annual reports, results from the years 1987 to 1991 have been analysed to identify species distribution and identify important wetlands in a comprehensive report by Perennou et al. (1994) . From 1994 to 1996 no annual reports were produced, primarily due to funding constraints. This report brings together the information collected during these three years.
Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation Strategy: 1996-2000
The identification of regional priorities and actions for migratory waterbird and wetland conservation in the Asia Pacific region has been the focus of debate and discussions held over the last few years at several international workshops and conferences involving governments, international and national NGOs and technical experts. The outcome of these efforts was the production of a Strategy document in March 1996. The process was coordinated by Wetlands International -Asia
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Pacific with financial support from the governments of Australia and Japan and many others.
The Strategy covers seven broad, overlapping themes: Conservation of Species; Conservation of Habitats; Research and Monitoring; Education, Information and Awareness; Training; and Policy and Legislation. These themes translate into several action points, notably the development and implementation of action plans and networks of sites of importance for three species groups (shorebirds, Anatidae and cranes), reviews of legislation and policy, training and public information, and awareness plans, as an attempt to enhance the conservation of migratory waterbirds and their habitats in the Asia-Pacific region until the end of the millennium.
The Strategy identifies the Asian Waterfowl Census as an important mechanism for undertaking several of these priority actions. The network of coordinators and participants involved in the census should be able to play a key role in developing and participating in a variety of associated activities. These could include extending the monitoring programme to other times of the year by focussing on wetlands of national and international importance, organizing and participating in training courses and workshops to improve census techniques, the preparation and dissemination of information on wetlands and waterbirds to increase public awareness, and strengthening of media involvement in all these conservation promotion activities.
Information collected during the AWC and associated programmes has been valuable in developing plans for the networks of sites of importance for species (shorebirds, cranes and Anatidae) and in identifying important sites and priority actions. Two of these networks have already been launched, as outlined below. Network sites will encourage a range of activities including public awareness and promotional activities, promotion of sustainable wetland management, research, monitoring and training. The AWC network would be able to make a useful contribution to these activities and is encouraged to participate.
East Asian Australasian Shorebird Reserve Network
The first species-oriented conservation network to be developed under the Strategy was launched at the 6th Meeting of the Conference of Contracting Parties of the Ramsar Convention in Brisbane, Australia, on 26 March 1996. Ten countries across the flyway from Russia to New Zealand have nominated 24 sites to the network, including Ramsar sites, to promote the cause of shorebird and habitat conservation.
The 1996 Ramsar Meeting of the Conference of Parties, in recognising the value of the Strategy and the Shorebird Network and the role that they can play in promotion of wetland conservation and public awareness, adopted a recommendation called the Brisbane Initiative. The Initiative calls on countries and territories in the region to participate and support its implementation.
North East Asian Crane Site Network
The second network was launched on 7 March 1997 at the International Workshop on Wetland and Waterbird Conservation in North East Asia in Beidaihe, People's Republic of China. Sixteen sites, including several Ramsar sites and two transboundary reserves, were nominated and these provide a link between important breeding, staging and non-breeding areas for cranes in the region Significantly, some of these sites support more than half the global population of some crane species. For example, during the non-breeding period, 95% of Siberian Cranes depend on Poyang Lake in China, more than 60% of Redcrowned Cranes on Yancheng Biosphere Reserve in China and more than 60% of Whitenaped Cranes on Arasaki in Japan.
METHODS
Geographic coverage
For the purposes of the report, countries and territories providing information are divided into three main regions: (Rose 1994 (Rose , 1995 .
Data collection and handling
The annual waterbird count data and site information are recorded on standardized census forms by a network of participants. Single counts are made at each site. The information is sent to the coordinators and, after checking, collation and preparation of an annual country report, is forwarded to Wetlands International.
This information is entered into standard databases using customized dBASE IV programmes at the Wetlands InternationalAsia Pacific office in Malaysia. Processing of the data is in dBASE IV™ and Microsoft Access™ and Excel™. In 1993-94, the database and programmes were provided on a trial basis to national coordinators to enter the data themselves. As a result, over the last three years, some coordinators have started to provide count and site information using these databases. However, some coordinators have also provided information in other formats without including all the necessary data and by using different software packages.
To incorporate these data, it has been neccessary to convert them to the standard formats, a task that has been quite difficult, resulting in the loss of some counts as the count and site forms were not provided.
Participants and coordinators
The census continues to draw on participants from a range of backgrounds, all with a common interest in contributing their time and energies to the counting of waterbirds.
Coordination of the census is undertaken largely on a voluntary basis, and there have been some changes in responsibilities. The following changes in national and regional coordinators occurred during the last three years: in Brunei Darussalam, Victor Stanger took over from Mary Seal Coon; Prof Lu Jianjian passed on the torch to the Environmental and Wildlife Monitoring Centre of the Ministry of Forestry in China; Siraj Taher was the successor of Aasheesh Pittie as regional coordinator for Andhra Pradesh; M. Raghuraman took over from the late V.J. Rajan in Tamil Nadu, India; Prof. Akira Uritani succeeded Y. Natori in Japan; and Phil Round coordinated the census along with Bubphar Amget in Thailand. The major change from 1997 onwards is the nomination of the Bombay Natural History Society as the national coordinator for the census in India.
A list of participants and coordinators is provided in Appendices 1 and II respectively.
Support for census activities
In some countries (e.g. India and Bangladesh), bird watching clubs, nature groups and individual participants have been able to collaborate successfully with one or more state/provincial forestry, environment and other government departments and obtain logistical support (vehicles, boats and accommodation in the field) to undertake counts of large/inaccessible wetlands.
A few coordinators (in Bangladesh and Sri Lanka) have reported successful attempts to raise funds from a variety of sources including the corporate sector and international aid agencies. These funds have helped to sustain and boost the census, associated training and public awareness activities in these countries.
The cooperation and fund raising efforts mentioned above not only provide the basis to undertake counts but also serve to promote wetland and waterbird conservation to these agencies.
It is recommended that other coordinators and participants also develop such links to promote the census in their countries.
Data checking and quality of information
The census depends on accurate reporting of species and numbers by the participants. As the information is being collected by a variety of volunteers with different levels of skills in identifying species and making counts, it is likely that there are some errors in the data supplied. As the coordinators are aware of local conditions, they need to check and to request additional verification where counts of birds appear unusually large, threatened species are reported in greater numbers than published information indicates are likely, or species are reported outside their normal range.
In the collation of the report, the authors have attempted to verify the data received from coordinators and participants and referred back to coordinators on the validity of some information. In some cases, where unusual records have been received (threatened species, vagrants or large numbers) and where no supporting information was forthcoming from coordinators or participants, the authors have made a judgement on whether the record could be attributed to be a transcribing error on the form or other reasons and these records are either included in the unidentified waterbird category or deleted.
The inclusion of records of species in the report, however, does not attest their authentication by Wetlands International. It is urged that all new or unusual observations made during the census be authenticated by relevant national organizations and be published in appropriate national and/or regional journals.
The total number of sites included in the report is fewer than the overall number of sites from which information was received from coordinators and participants because:
• Where large sites are divided into more than one count unit, separate count forms are submitted, for e.g. Inner Deep Bay in Hong Kong and Chilika Lake in India. For these sites, all the count unit forms are combined into a single count for the purpose of reporting.
• A few count forms were received without any site names or other essential details or with no indication of numbers of birds, and these cannot be used.
Maps of sites and species
Site and species maps have been generated using Maptitude™, a simple mapping programme.
Information on the precise location of sites has been taken from the site forms submitted by participants. As it has not been feasible to countercheck the accuracy of all information, an attempt has been made to check locations at least of sites known to be important. By running checks, it was possible to correct locations of some sites that had been plotted outside the boundaries of a country.
A limitation of the mapping software, base maps and the scale of presentation of the maps has resulted in count sites on small islands or on some coasts not being precisely located on the maps.
Sites located on the maps account for only about 60% of the 1,994 sites covered during the 1994-96 census. For the remainder of the sites, no locational information has been provided. There was a considerable difference in the provision of this information from different countries; locations of all sites in Brunei Darussalam and Nepal were provided, whereas the reporting rate was much lower for sites in Bangladesh (39%), Indonesia (51%) and India (70%).
Information on uses and threats
From 1993 onwards, count forms provided for the census have requested information, in a simple format, on the uses and threats observed at the wetland. A complete list of these has been provided in Table 2 and Appendix III. Analysis of responses to this information has varied between countries and years. For countries where information has been provided for a sufficient number of sites to permit discussion, figures depicting proportions of sites reporting uses and threats are provided in the national sections.
However, irrespective of whether information on site location has been provided, count and species information on all sites is included in the text, tables and appendices.
REGIONAL SECTIONS South Asia
OVERVIEW
Initiated in 1987, the AWC has been active for 10 years in the South Asia region. The Maldives, at the terminus of the flyway for several species of waterbirds, is the only country that has not participated in the census.
Figures 2 and 3 provide an overview of the numbers of birds and species respectively counted at sites in the region (note: only sites for which locations were provided are depicted). During the 1994-96 period, India continued to be the main contributor to the census (with over 70% of sites counted). Although the total number of sites covered declined, coverage generally increased and the first ever counts were received from the Andaman Islands. Declines were also observed in other countries, most notably in Pakistan. A total of 164 of the 1,641 sites in South Asia covered in the census during 1994-96 recorded over 5,000 waterbirds. Of these, 45 each held at least 20,000 birds (Table 2 ) and fulfilled the Ramsar criteria. The Ramsar sites of Chilika Lake in India, Kosi Barrage in Nepal and Chashma Barrage in Pakistan reported the maximum numbers of birds from these countries in one or more years.
As there has been a considerable difference in the coverage of the census each year, it is difficult to draw conclusions on changes in populations of any species. The most abundant species recorded in the region during this period remain Common Coot, Northern Pintail and Lesser Whistling Duck (Appendix IV), in keeping with general trends of previous years.
There has been a decline in the number of White-headed Duck reported over the last three years, although this is linked to the lack of counts at the appropriate sites, whereas increasing numbers of Marbled Teal were recorded each year. Numbers of Indian Skimmer recorded during these three years was lower than in the 1993 AWC (Mundkur & Taylor 1993) .
Sightings of unusual species made during the census include Goliath and Imperial Herons in India and Goliath Heron in Bangladesh, and Baikal Teal in India and Bangladesh (Appendix IV). In 1994, the main uses and threats reported at wetlands were cutting/clearance of vegetation, agriculture along dry margins, hunting of birds, and fishing (Figure 4 ). Due to a poor reporting of threats and uses in 1995 and 1996, few conclusions could be drawn as to the main threats and uses at the sites. 
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INDIA
Of the total of 1,994 sites covered for the AWC between 1994-96, more than 70% are in India.
However, there was notable decline in the number of sites covered ( Chilika Lake, the largest brackishwater body in India, reported a total of 1,484,186 waterbirds of 85 species in 1996, and topped the national list. Although this enormous waterbody has been declared a sanctuary and a Ramsar site, it is being threatened by aquaculture and other land-use changes, while waterbirds are reportedly being poached in large numbers. As in previous years, Northern Pintail and Common Coot remained the most abundant species recorded in all three years. Among the shorebirds, Black-tailed Godwit (73,491 in 1996) was the most abundant species reported.
A small number of Goliath Heron were reported each year from Orissa and Gujarat (Appendix V).
As the status of this mainly African species is little known in India, further confirmation of these records is urgently needed, especially as the species has previously been misidentified as the smaller Purple Heron.
The little known and endangered Imperial Heron was first reported in the 1993 AWC from Assam (3 birds) and Arunachal Pradesh (1), see Mundkur & Taylor (1993) . In 1994 five birds were reported in Assam: from Koabari Doloni Abhayaranya (2), Kaziranga National Park (2) and Sareswar Beel (1). However, although these sites were covered in the two following years, there were no sightings of the species.
After an absence of two years, the endangered Siberian Crane (4 individuals) was reported in 
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Figure 5: India -Uses and threats at wetlands covered during the Asian Waterfowl Census 1994-96
Differing numbers of Asian Dowitcher and Spoonbilled Sandpiper were recorded from various sites in Orissa each year. Additional information is needed for the verification of the status of these species in the state.
Many important wetlands in India continue to be subject to various uses and threats ( Table 2) . As a result of fairly comprehensive coverage of wetlands in India, it has become possible to describe the main uses and threats to Indian wetlands ( Figure 5 ). Fishing and agriculture were reported to be two of the main activities at the water bodies surveyed. Hunting of waterbirds, pollution and excessive growth of vegetation are among the main threats reported at these wetlands.
Based on regional coordinator reports by P.O. Nameer, U.N. Dev, Rishad Pravez, Aasheesh
Pittie (1994 , 1995 ), Siraj Taher (1996 .
NEPAL
Although Nepal participated in the census each year, coverage fluctuated from seven sites in 1994, 12 in 1995 to four sites in 1995. Overall 14 sites were counted at least once in the three years (Appendix III) with three sites being covered in all three years. The maximum count (34,568) was recorded in 1996. Almost 70% of this total was recorded at Koshi Barrage (Nepal's only Ramsar site). In all three years, total counts at Koshi Barrage were quite consistent, with over 20,000 birds being recorded and a maximum number of species (80) Clifton Beach and the Karachi coast continue to be destroyed due to recreation and construction activities. Other reported wetland uses and threats for these important sites include hunting and fishing and agriculture along dry margins. There is a need to ensure continuous proper management of these wetlands to prevent socioeconomic uses from evolving into threats to waterbirds and other wetland flora and fauna. 
SRI LANKA
There was a gradual decline in coverage in Sri Lanka from a total of 58 sites counted in 1994 to 42 sites in 1996 (Appendix III). The drop in coverage was reported to be due mainly to lack of volunteers and various security restrictions that hampered counting. However, a reasonable number of 26 sites were covered in all three years. The total number of waterbirds counted (234,883) was at its highest in 1995. During the 1994-96 period, Indonesia was the main contributor to the census, followed closely by Singapore.
Of a total of 195 sites covered in the census in Southeast Asia during 1994-96, 18 recorded over 5,000 waterbirds. Of these, Banyuasin Delta in Indonesia, Mong Pai in Myanmar and Beung Boraphet and Bung Cha-Vak in Thailand held at least 20,000 birds (Table 2) and fulfilled the Ramsar criteria. The Banyuasin Delta in southeast Sumatra, with an estimated 76,230 birds, held the maximum count for the region, including those for two threatened species -Milky Stork (220) and Lesser Adjutant (93). As in previous years, the most abundant species recorded in the region during this period were Lesser Whistling Duck, Garganey and Common Coot (Appendix IV). 
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
Coverage in the past three years has been quite consistent in Brunei with the same four sites being counted in all years. Total counts were 610, 448 and 710 birds respectively in 1994, 1995 and 1996, with a maximum 29 species recorded in 1996.
Of the sites counted, Wasan recorded the highest number of birds, i.e. 453 in 1994 but a decline to 241 in 1995 and 162 in 1996 (Appendix III). A factor that may contribute to this decline is the change in the habitat from actively managed to abandoned rice fields, which used to support a wide variety of waterbirds. In addition, the tall vegetation at Wasan, both in the cultivated and non-cultivated areas, restricted viewing and thus complete coverage.
Pacific Golden Plover remained the most abundant species followed by Lesser Sand Plover and Wood Sandpiper (Appendix Vb).
Pollution (3 sites), fishing (2 sites) and excessive growth of vegetation (2 sites) were listed as the main uses and threats reported at these wetlands. (coordinator in 1994 , 1995 ) and Victor Stanger (coordinator in 1996 .
Based on reports by: Mary Seal Coon
INDONESIA
A total of 43 different sites were covered in Indonesia during the AWC 1994-96; 16 counted in 1994 and 1996 and 18 in 1995. However, only three sites were covered in all three years.
The maximum number of birds was recorded in 1994 (86,261). Of these, over 88% (76,230 birds) were counted at a single site -Banyuasin Delta, a very large delta system of the Banyuasin and Musi rivers, which has the most extensive mangrove forest in Sumatra (Scott 1989 ) and qualifies as a Ramsar site. Hunting of birds and cutting/clearance of vegetation continue to be reported as the principal threats to the Bayuasin Delta and it is recommended that this site be given special protection. However, the site was not covered in the following two years, leading to a drop in the numbers of birds reported in Indonesia: 16,557 in 1995 and 11,631 in 1996.
Lesser Sand Plover, Cattle Egret and Crested Tern were the most numerous species counted (Appendix Vb).
A total of eight Storm's Stork were recorded in 1996 from the Danau Sentarum Ramsar site in West Kalimantan, a habitat dominated by freshwater-and peatswamp forest. This is also the first record of this endangered species for the AWC.
Of the other threatened storks, a maximum total of 106 Lesser Adjutant were recorded in 1994 while 220 Milky Stork were recorded from their stronghold in the Banyuasin Delta and three other sites in Sumatra and Java.
Pollution, cutting/clearing of vegetation, sedimentation and reclamation were reported to be the major threats (Figure 9 ). Fishing and hunting of birds were reported to be important activities at 30% of the wetlands.
Based on reports by Yus Rusila Noor, National
Coordinator. 
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LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
The Nakai Plateau was the only site in the Lao P.D.R. covered during the AWC in 1994; the count was made by T. Evans. No sites were counted in the following two years due to the absence of participants. A total of 416 waterbirds of 15 species were recorded from this freshwater habitat. Twenty Grey-headed Lapwing, a nearthreatened species (Collar et al. 1994) , were recorded at this site.
The census was coordinated by Klaus Berkmuller.
MALAYSIA
A total of 25 sites were covered at least oncein Malaysia from 1994-96 (Appendix III), with seven sites being covered in at least two years. However, none of the sites was covered in all three years. The maximum number of waterbirds (30,751) was recorded in 1994. Of this total, over 95% were recorded at two sites: Pulau Tengah (15,949 birds of 27 species) and Kapar Power Station (13,384 birds of 27 species) on the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia. Counts were received for the first time from Sarawak (East Malaysia), with a total of seven sites counted in 1995 and 1996.
The ash ponds of Kapar Power Station are a privately protected area that have become an important high tide roost for waterbirds feeding at Pulau Tengah, therefore the counts from these two sites may be referring to the same group of birds. From 1996 onwards, the cessation of pumping of water into the ponds and construction works at the Station have resulted in a sharp decline in numbers of birds frequenting the site, raising the question of its viability in the future.
The most numerous species counted was Bartailed Godwit (4,536), see Appendix Vb. Over 90% of this number was recorded at Pulau Tengah (2,474) and Kapar Power Station (2,042).
Significant records include the sighting of Asian Dowitcher (3) at Buntal Bay and Asajaya/ Pendam mudflats in Sarawak in 1995.
The census was coordinated by the Wildlife Department and Wetlands International.
MYANMAR
Coverage in Myanmar exhibited a steep decline in the three years from a total of 14 sites counted in 1994 to three in 1996, due mainly to financial constraints. The three sites covered in 1996 were also covered in 1994 and 1995.
Mong Pai, a large hydroelectric and irrigation reservoir, topped the list in numbers of waterbirds, with 29,313 birds of 30 species reported in 1995 (the only year this site was covered), see Appendix Vb. Moyingyi, a freshwater lake, which frequently supported more than 10,000 waterbirds in the past, supported 7,936 birds in 1994 and 11,466 in 1995 (with coverage of 50-75% in both years). In 1996, a count of 19,534 birds was recorded when more than 75% of the wetland was covered. These two wetlands at least qualify for nomination under the Ramsar listing if Myanmar ratifies the Convention.
Lesser Whistling Duck (17,652) was the most numerous species recorded whereas Ruddy Shelduck (12,708) topped the list in 1994.
The small population of the threatened subspecies of Eastern Sarus Crane Grus antigone sharpii continues to survive (nine at Inle Lake in 1994 and three at Moyingyi in 1996) in Myanmar. Further information on its status and conservation needs is required.
Seven endangered White-winged Duck were recorded from Naung Maw Lake in 1995, the first time the species has been reported from Myanmar in several years. With an estimated global population of only 336 individuals and believed to be declining (Collar et al. 1994) , immediate efforts are needed to assess the size and conservation measures required for this population. Numerous threats have been reported at this site, notably hunting and poaching of birds.
Among other threatened species, Baer's Pochard recorded a low 150 (all at Mong Pai) compared to over 400 birds recorded in the AWC 1992 & 1993. There were no records of this species in 1994 and 1996, as this site was not counted.
The counts were undertaken by staff of the Wildlife and Sanctuaries Division of the Forestry Department (as listed in Appendix I).
Based on reports by U Saw Han and U Thein Lwin (National Coordinators).
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Having last participated in the census in 1992, counts were received from Papua New Guinea in 1994 only. Public security prevented field visits in 1995 and 1996.
Six sites were covered (Appendix III) and Lea Lea Salt Flats recorded 333 birds of 10 species. Tonda Wildlife Management Area, the only Ramsar site, is not easily accessible and was not covered by the census. Red-necked Stint, Cattle Egret and Purple Swamphen were the three most numerous species counted.
The census was coordinated by Will Glynn and undertaken by members of the Papua New Guinea Bird Society (Appendix I).
PHILIPPINES
The total number of sites covered in the Philippines continued to increase, with 51 counted in 1994 (44 in 1993) ; see Appendix III. However no data were received from the Philippines in 1995 and 1996.
A total of 59,861 waterbirds of 75 species were recorded (Appendix Vb). With less than 50% coverage, Manila Bay (Cavite Area) recorded the highest count with a total of 10,152 birds. Olango Island, the only Ramsar site, recorded an all time low of only 724 birds.
Kentish Plover and Red-necked Stint were the most abundant species recorded (Appendix Vb). Records of threatened species reported from the Philippines include six endangered Nordmann's Greenshank: five at the Carigan Bay Wetlands and one at Palaui Island in Luzon. A total of 329 Chinese Egret were reported from 12 sites, with a maximum of 80 birds counted at Layasan in the Visayas.
One record worth mentioning is a low count of 54 Asian Dowitcher at Brgy, La Paz, Carmen, Davao (172 in 1993) .
Of the 51 wetlands covered, data on the main uses and activities were received from eight sites only. This small sample identified two threats: hunting at more than 70% of sites followed by cutting of vegetation at 37%.
The counts were conducted primarily by staff of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and members of the Junior Ecologist Movement -Ateneo Birders, a complete listing of whom is included in Appendix I.
Based on a report by Carlo Custodio, National Coordinator.
SINGAPORE
Coverage was quite consistent over the three years: 15 sites covered in both 1994 and 1995 and 13 in 1996. During the period of the census, a total of 20 different sites were covered, with eight sites being covered in all three years (Appendix III).
Sungei Mandai and Sungei Pansua Mudflats reported the highest count for all three years, with a maximum of 2,662 waterbirds of 20 species in 1994.
Pacific Golden Plover, Marsh Sandpiper and Redshank were the most abundant species recorded in the census (Appendix Vb).
Pulau Sakijang Bendara (St John's Island) remained the only site for Sumatran Heron, with three counted in 1995 (previous record of two in 1992), the only year the site was counted.
Information on uses and threats was received in 1994. Several of the important coastal and inland wetland sites are showing the adverse effects of development projects in progress. Sungei Buloh Nature Park is the only site currently protected, and because of its relatively small size can support only roosting birds and a small heronry.
Counts were made by members of the Nature Society (Singapore) Bird Group (Appendix I).
Based on reports by Lim Kim Keang, National
Coordinator. Coverage in the Republic of Korea and Taiwan increased while in Hong Kong it remained stable. Japan was the main contributor to the census. Figures 10 and 11 provide an overview of the numbers of birds and species respectively counted at sites in the region (note: only sites for which locations were provided are depicted).
THAILAND
Of a total of 159 sites covered in the census in East Asia during 1994-96, 67 recorded over 5,000 waterbirds. Of these, 29 held at least 20,000 birds (Table 2 ) and fulfilled the Ramsar criteria, with East Dongting Lake in China and Izunuma in Japan being the only two Ramsar sites to be included in this list. The maximum numbers of birds were at Shiokawa Tideland in Japan and Yancheng Nature Reserve in China.
The most abundant species recorded in the region during this period were Pochard, Greater Scaup and Mallard (Appendix IV).
The fish ponds and wetlands of Tseng-Wen Chi in Taiwan remain the major site in the region for the critically threatened Black-faced Spoonbill.
Development plans have been proposed for the area and are being opposed by local and national conservation groups. Other conservation priorities for the species in Taiwan and the remainder of its range have been included in the recent action plan (Severinghaus et al. 1996) .
Annual counts of the endangered Saunders' Gull continue to increase across the range with a maximum of 2,106 birds recorded in 1996 (Appendix IV). A separate census of the species in early 1996 recorded 4,387 individuals (Anon, 1997); this represents a substantial increase in the estimated population of 3,000 (Collar et al. 1994 ).
The annual increase in Baikal Teal numbers counted in the Republic of Korea indicate that previously unrecorded populations are now being censused. Thus it is possible that the species is not as threatened as was once believed. However, the future of the Baikal Teal is closely linked to the conservation of the few sites at which it is recorded during the nonbreeding period (and breeding and staging areas) and on a steady food source, which depends on continued rice production. Of the cranes, a maximum count (66) of the threatened Siberian Crane recorded in 1994 can be considered low (1,567 in 1990 and 636 in 1992) . All were recorded at Shengjin Lake, a site adjacent to Poyang Lake, which is the main wintering area for 98% of the population (2,900-3,000 birds -Meine and Archibald, 1996) and which was not covered by the AWC 94-96. Caohai Reserve, one of the main wintering areas of the threatened Black-necked Crane, recorded a total of 337 in 1995, the only year the site was counted.
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
Among other threatened species, a total of 803 Saunders' Gull were counted in 1996, (all at Yancheng Nature Reserve), compared to 634 and 654 in 1995 and 1994 respectively. 
HONG KONG
Census coverage in Hong Kong was quite consistent (Appendix III). A total of five sites were covered at least once and three sites were covered in all three years. A maximum total of 69,328 waterbirds (in 1996) and 66 species were recorded. Deep Bay remained the most important site in all three years, with a maximum count of 67,910 waterbirds in 1996. The results are discussed for Deep Baycombined, by consolidating the 15 or more subsections of the Deep Bay area that were counted separately.
Black-headed Gull and Green-winged Teal were the most abundant species (Appendix Vc). Among other species, there was a continued increase in the number of Great Cormorant from 3,820 in 1994 to 8,079 in 1996. Shiokawa tideland recorded a total of 170,152 birds of 41 species in 1996 (Appendix III), which was the highest count in Japan for the three years (1995 -6,725; 1994 -6,879) . Seven of Japan's 10 Ramsar sites were covered in one or more years; Sagata held the highest number of birds (14,644 in 1994) .
Greater Scaup was the most abundant species counted in 1996 (305,642, of which 16,000 were recorded at Shiokawa tideland), and 1994 (151,628); see Appendix Vc for details. A total of 88,449 Common Pochard were counted, making it the most abundant species in 1995.
Among the threatened species, numbers of Redcrowned Crane recorded in Hokkaido during the census declined from a maximum of 340 in 1994 to 328 in 1995 and 301 in 1996. However, this apparent decline is due to count incomplete coverage, as the population is on the increase (H. Masatomi pers. comm.). The population of White-naped Crane remained quite consistent, with 1,852 birds reported in 1994, 1,927 in 1995 and 1,892 in 1996. The only record of the endangered Siberian Crane was received in 1995, with a sighting of a single bird at Izumi. Blackfaced Spoonbill exhibited an increasing trend, from two individuals recorded in 1994 to 11 in 1995 and 19 in 1996. A total of 53 Saunders' Gull were recorded in 1996 compared to 22 in 1995 and 33 in 1994.
The count forms used in Japan do not request information on uses and threats therefore no data are available.
The census was undertaken by members of the Japan Wetlands Network (Jawan)-(Appendix I).
Prof. Akira Uritani coordinated the census in all three years.
REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Census coverage in Korea increased from 10 sites in 1994 and 23 in 1995 to 26 sites in 1996; three sites were covered in all three years. The highest count was recorded in 1995, with 405,039 birds of 59 species. A list of participants is provided in Appendix I.
Chonsu Lake recorded a total of 171,988 birds of 33 species in 1995 making it the site supporting the highest number of waterbirds overall (Appendix III). The Kum River recorded a total of 74,120 birds of 24 species in 1995. However, this important wetland is also reported to be threatened by poaching. Sapkyo Lake, discovered as an important site for Baikal Teal in 1993 (Mundkur & Taylor, 1993) , recorded a total of 20,000 of this species in 1994. However, no records of Baikal Teal were obtained from this site in the following two years. In 1995, more than 60% of the 55,000 Baikal Teal recorded were at Chonsu Lake, with the remaining counted at the Kum River. In 1996 Chonsu Lake and Nonsan Reservoir recorded the maximum numbers of Baikal Teal.
The numbers of threatened Red-crowned Crane totalled 339 in 1994 (Appendix Vc), 338 of which occurred at the Ch'olwon Basin. Counts in subsequent years, however, were much lower at this site; 20 in 1995 and 269 in 1996. The number of White-naped Crane (530) in 1996 was the highest ever recorded in South Korea for the AWC. Of this total, 367 were sighted at Ch'olwon Basin and 155 at the Han River Estuary.
Among other threatened species, Swan Goose numbers varied considerably between years (Appendix Vc). In 1995, 589 Swan Goose were recorded, of which 533 were at the Han River Estuary. The 1996 total dropped to 89, with only 23 at the Han River Estuary (even though total numbers of birds had increased). The sites that held the species in 1995 and 1996 were not covered in 1994.
Little useful information on uses and threats to sites can be identified as very few forms were completed each year. Szu-tsao, a coastal mudflat on the southwest of Taiwan, recorded the highest count with 16,681 birds of 48 species in 1996 over the 3-year period. A total of 249 Black-faced Spoonbill were counted in 1996. Of this total, 246 were recorded at Tseng-wen Chi, the single most important site of this species. Due to the efforts of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation (formerly Wild Bird Society -ROC) and other conservation groups, the plan to develop an industrial area at this site is being reviewed. Currently, all the conservation groups are trying to establish a sanctuary for this critical species through legislation.
A substantial proportion of the threatened Saunders' Gull population were reported in Taiwan (world population is estimated at 3,000, Collar et al. 1994) . In 1996, of the 1,052 individuals reported from Taiwan, 600 birds were counted at Han Pao, a mudflat on the west coast (while only 16 were counted here in 1995). Ta-tu Hsi also held significant numbers of Saunders' Gull each year (385 in 1994, 316 in 1995 and 182 in 1996) . Other threatened species recorded during the census include Nordmann's Greenshank, Oriental Stork, Chinese Egret, Scaly-sided Merganser, Baer's Pochard, Baikal Teal and Swan Goose (details in Appendix Vc).
Fishing, pollution and reclamation were identified as the main uses and threats at wetlands in Taiwan (Figure 12 ). Important wetlands (Table  2 ) such as She-tzu, Ku-liao and Ta-tu-hsi were reported to be subject to pollution by domestic sewage and solid waste. 
